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| Reverend Sir, 


| "Ti is not, you may aſſure yourſelf, 
( from any pleaſure I take in Wrang- 
ling or Contention, that J offer any 
thing here againſt your Sermon: 
= but when a Deſign that evidently tends 
„to promote the Honour of GOD, and 
to put a ſtop to the Profaneneſs and Im- 
moralities of Mankind, has been attack d 
woith ſo much Paſſion and ill Language; 
and when the whole Body of thoſe that 
are conhcern'd therein, as well as their 
Proceedings, have been ſo ſcurrilouſly 
uſed, and falſly repreſented, the Regard 
A 2 lowe 


1 owe to bey and *© uſtice cannot but 


not eaquiring into, er not confidering 
the Reaſons: upon which they ground 
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engage me in their Vindication. 
Charity 


Let 
puts me in mind to do it without 


Heat and Violence, not ET Evil for 


il, On Rai 


for: Railing 
Vith hate 


5; 2 
Bitternels 3 


therefore you have prend * 4 "wi 
ties, it ſhall be my Care to defend them 


with Calmneſs and Goed Mariners in 


which 1 ſhalt but follow their Exa «Toy 
who have certainly ſhewn a great r deal” 5 
of Good: nature in delaying to anſwer to 


a Prov 


ocation given them abobe a Year 
and a half ago: a Meekneſs in their Con- 


duct which ſhews how well they have 
learned to imitate their Suffering Mafter, 
and how far they are from that Sp irirual 
7 Pride which yo | tie moſt cenforioully | 


and unjuſtly — _ them. 


to ff 


Tam wi your Averſion 


td thoſe that e inity hs 
morality and Vice to Puniſhment pro- 
coeds from your being unacquaintedwith 
them ; from 1 of the 
1 


they really take; from your 


tam > aud from the Calumnies and Stan. 
"IE * by prejudiced. 100 
=” 


OS. 

wicked Parſons, who have had the Ad 
Fange of being too eafily betier'd,, For 
: tho, generally ſpeaking, fuch as: theſe, 
1 whoſe own Vicet have render d them juſt- 
3 ty obnomious to the Laws, are the hot- 
teſt Enemies of fuch as would put thoſe 
Laws in Execution, (and who can won- 
der if they be?) yer I am inclined to 
hope better things of Tow. I will throw 
vo Dirt upon your Character, tho ir has 
been differently given: Lou are a Stran- 
ger to me, and I will preſume on the 
charitable fide. But when I confider the 
neceſſity there is for the moſt vigorous 
5 Attempts of Reformation amongſt us; 
when I confider the groſs and flagrant 
| Enormities that abound ſo ſcandalouſſy in 
| | ) the Kingdom; ſuch Multitudes that pro- 
feſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, uſing 
(not only without Fear or Shame, but 
4 even with Oftentation, as an Ornament of _ 
ö 7 Speech) the moſt horrid Oarbs — 
; imprecating Damnation upon themſelves 
1 — others; Drunkenneſs paſſing amongſt 
| | them for Good Humour, and Lewdneſs 
for an Accompliſhment ; Publick Houſes 

in all Parts of the Nation becoming Neſts 

of profligate or diſorderly Perſons, of cm- 

non Stews for the Practice of Luft and 

515, ns Debau. 
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 Debancbiryi Sodomites (who have been 
but rarely heard of here till the laſt Age,) 
ſo ſhamefully increaſed] in Confidence and 
Numbers, as to have their appointed Places 


for acting their abominable Villanies, in 
Defiance both of GOD and Nature; _ 
of Lowd Women continually ſolliciting 


the open Streets; the Lord's Day pron 


in the moſt impudent manner, 


following their Trades and . Cal- 
lings thereupon, without Reſerve; or 
ſpending it in Gaming, Tipling, and Ex- 8 
ceſs; and our Country in manifeſt Dau- 
ger by theſe Crimes of falling under the 
Vengeance of a provoked Almighty Arm. 
When conlider, how inconſiſtent it 
is with that Loyalty we owe to GOD, the 
Charity that is due to our Neighbour, g 
(to prevent, if poſſible, his Deſtruction,) 
and the generous Concern we ought to 


have for the Public Peace and Happineſs 


(that we may ward off thoſe Judgments 


which our Sins ſo loudly call for,) to fit 


ſtill and ſee and hear all this without En- 
deavouring to put a Stop to it by further- 


ung the Execntion of the known Laws 
of the Land againſt ſuch Practices. 


When I conifidet the happy Effects that 


n 5 be e of ſuch 
ndea- 


reducing Public 
"= . of ill Men, and Scenes of Vice and 
Diſorder, to their legal and proper uſe; the 
removing, as much as may be, out of the 
way the greateſt Temptations to thoſe Sins 
which Cuſtom or Natural Propenſity moſt 
incline Men to; the bringing Men to a 
due and ſolemn obſervation of the Lords 
Day and Public Faſts; Good Men being 
able to walk the Streets and appear in Com- 
pany without being fired upon on every 
| } fide with Vollies of Blaſphemy and Profane- 
_ neſs; Religion freed from that Contempt 
into which theProfane and Vicious, encou- 
raged by a long Impunity and general Coun- 
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Endeavours,” in reſtraining Men from an 
ws drunken, and extravagant Courſe of 
Lie reſcuing them and their Families 
thereby from Beggary and Ruin, and pre- 
ſerving them from Sacrificing their Rea- 
ſon to the n of Exceſs; the 


ouſes from being Recep- 


tenance, have brought it; their wicked Com- 


binations broken; their Contagious Exam- 
| les taken out of Public View ; themſelves 


ht to a Regard to ſacred Things, and 


to ſome good Degrees of Conſideration, 
which may, in time, by the Bleſling- of 
'GOD, have yet a more compleat and hap» | 
yu: Influence upon them; and laſtly, Na- 


tional 


(8) 


tional Sins, that bring down National 


Judgments, curb'd by the Authetity af 
Laws, and the Chriſtian Profeſſion up-. 
Ported in (at leaſt) that outward Decoxum 
that may preſerve it from. being any langer 
ſeandalous to a ſober Infidel.— When 1 
conſider alſo how directly the Endeavgurs 
of our Societies tend to all the abovemen- 
tion d bleſſed Conſequences of putting the 
Endeavours, wherever they have been pur- 
ſued with Vigour, and faithfully .encou- 
kagedtz (for how bad ſoever our (Caſe is, 
with reſpect to Piety and Virtue, it is ap- 
parently far better than when this noble 
ſay, reflecting upon all theſe things, Iean- | 
not but be exceedingly ſurpriaed to find = 
the Societies for Reæformation uſed in ſuch a 
manner as your Deni Sermon treats them. 


Jam ſurprized [fo fine a 
ſtructions are to promote the Kingdom and 
forward the Deſigus of his Holy; Maſter, 


vis. the Prevalence of Piety and Virtue an 
the World ; and to deſtroy, as mucli as in 
im lies, the Kingdennpf 


the Devil, which 


canfifis in the abounding Wickeduel af 


* 
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Men; — to find fuch an one, in 4 Public 
| Audidnce, declaiming againſt the. moſt ef- 


fectual Methods for the ſuppreſſion of Vice; 


- | railing at the Zeal of ſuch as have appear'd 


moſt forward in his Maſter's Intereſt ; 


charging all with Hypocriſy that ſeem to 
be better Men than others; making his 
Court to the Enemies of Religion, the Pro- 
fane and Diſſolute, by ridiculing the En- 
dieavours of thoſe that would reſtrain them; 
| < and by joining with them to aſperſe and 
villify their Reformers, encouraging the 
Wickedneſs, Malice, and Oppoſition of 
ſuch as hate to be reformed, Is not this 
acting directly contrary to your Inftrutions? 
Is it not perverting your Commiſſion, and 
_ betraying the Intereſts of GOD and Good- 
neſs, which you were ſent to propagate, 
and ſupporting Immorality inſtead o . 
ßpreſſing it? This, Sir, is the genuine Conſe- 
gquence of what you have ſaid, tho in Cha- 


rity I hope it was not your Intention. And 
whenever you ſhall do that Juſtice to your 


Keaſon, as to reflect impartially and calmly 


upon things, I perſwade myſelf you will be 
ſenſible that the angry Character you have 
given of theſe Societies is highly miſbe- 
coming the Mouth of 4 Chriſtian Miniſter ; 
eſpecially in the Nl. where the ann, 


— 


"TH 


of ſpeaking was never intended for a Free- 


* 


wy -. > 
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dom of Defaming; and more I | 


when the thing you there arrgigy, arid 
your Diſcourſe to expoſe, is a manifeſt U 


* 


of Ill; and ſuch 


they cannot be juſtly taxe 


as act in them are to be inſtructed with 
 Meekneſs and Tenderneſs, where they ap- 
pear to have taken any wrong ſtep. And 
here a wiſe and good Man will be very ſure 


that the Ill he hears of them (if any fuch 


, 


be reported) is certainly true , before he ac. 
cuſes ren of it, eſpecially in Publick. leſt 
againſt GO D. Now 


he be found to fig 


the Societies for Reformation of Manners, 
propoſe to ſuppreſs tl 


which are ſo juftly offenſive to every one 


* 
* 


"ay a -e 5: 6 E . 
who has the ſenſe he onght to have of the 


poſe to do, by convicting 


mY 
„ 


that this may be ffreng 


Ld 
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BY 
dertaking for the Honour of GOD and 
Religion. All Deſigns and Endeavours of 

this kind deſerve ripen, 1 ſo far as. 


e ſcandalous Practices 
of Blaſphemy, prophane Swearing and Cur- 
ſing, Drunkenneſs, Lewaneſs, Prophanation. 
of the Zora Dat; and other Enormities, 
ly 


pd this they pro-. 
pole onvicing Offenders before 
the Magiſtrate, that they may be puniſhed 
as the ce Kingdom direct. And 
this may be {trengthened the more by 
other pious and charitible Methods, they, 
. bee e eee c 


4 
J 
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ere 
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Hart been at great expence in printing and 


diſperſing many thouſands of Books, {mall 


Tris, and Papers, to diſſwade Men from 
the prevailing Sins and Vices of the Age, 
to convince them of the Wickedneſs and 
Panger of ſuch Practices, and to warn them 

of the juſt ſeverity of our Laws, that if 


they will hearken to Religion and Prudence, 
they may take up in Time, and not expoſe 
themſelves to Puniſhment ; or if they have 


p 


been already puniſhed, they may be fatisfi- 
ed of the Good that was intended them by 


if, And have not all theſe 3 and 


Attempts for Reformation a moſt, immedi- 
_ afE Tendency to the Honour of GOD and 
Religion? You own your felf they have 
the Appearance of, Good, when you call 
them Sandified Pretences , and till you 


could prove that they are no more than Pre- 


ectices fo Sanity, orjwicke Defigns co 
which you will 


vered by ſuch Pretences, ( | 711 
never be able to do) 55 whole Chriſtian 


World will ſay they deſerv dia better Treat- 


ment: If you thought them defedtive in 
point of Prudence, Method, or any thing 


od 


elſe, the Fear of giving Encouragement to 
Viee, by openly reproaching thoſe that 

9 X | % 1. > EY. © 3 * 
Would oorrect it, ſhould have put you upon 


4 more private way of intimating your 
5 B 2 Diſſatiſ- 


* 
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Diſſatisfaction. I will anſwer for them, 
they would have taken it kindly, if you, 


or any other that may have as ill an Opi- 
nion of them, had, in a friendly and gene- 
rous manner, inform'd them of any Error 


in their Proceedings, or any Objection a- 


gainſt their Undertaking: but to expreſs 


your firſt Diſlike in ſo virulent a Manner, 
and before ſo grand an Audience, and in 
ſuch furious and reviling Terms, to inflame 


the Populace againſt them, was very rude _ 


and barbarous Uſage. 
If you fay, theyre a pack of Hypocrites, 


and deſerve no Favour; I reply, that as 

Hypocriſy is not to be encourag'd, ſo nel- 
ther is Immoraiity and Profaneneſs: and yet 
theſe laſt, I'm confident, will be more en- 
courag d by your Sermon, than ever Hypo- 
criſy will be by the Societies, The print- 


ing and diſperſing of that, (eſpecially under 
the Advantage of your new-acquir'd Popu- 


larity) will ſcatter thro' the Kingdom 


ſuch an envenom'd Rancour againſt all 
Attempts of Reformation, that Vice will 


eather Heart apace, in ſpite of all the 


Power of Laws and Conſcience ; and 
vicious Men will grow more obſtinate in 
their Wickedneſs, when they find the Mi- 
niſters of Religion vilifying ſuch Methods 
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as 


5 
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as are ſet on foot to curb them. 


* That our Laws againſt 


Derby-Sermon labours with 
ſuch a mighty Torrent of 
| Reproaches, to bear down 
and blacken thoſe that ſin- 
cerely endeavour to put thoſe Laws in 


T a9 5 5 
And 
with how ill a Grace, Sir, did you and 


your Council derlaich ſo loudly” and ſo. 


lemnly at your late Tryal, 
* vid. 8 
Henchman, Mr. 
Phipps, ana Mr. 
Dodd, upon- the 
Fourth Article of 
Impeachment, and 
Dr. Sacheverel's 
Speech before the 
Lords. 1 


Impiety and Vice are not 
duly executed, when your 


execution. You imagine they do it only 


in Hypocriſy but pray, Sir, favour us with 
your Reaſons for ſo ſevere a Charge. Is it 


meerly becauſe they appear in Bebalf of 
Religion, that the Name of GOD may 


not be ſo impudently profaned, nor his 


ſolemn Worſhip and his Day neglected, 
nor Lewdneſs ſo abound in every aeg | 
nor Intemperance and Exceſs prevail? If 
this be Hypocriſy, every Chriſtian in the 
World is bound to be a Hypocrite; for it 
is no more than his Religion requires of 
him. I could eaſily prove at large, if I 
had time, that an active and diligent Zeal 
for the reforming others, 1s as truly a 
Chriſtian Duty as to be reform'd Himſelf. 5 
and that we cannot better atteſt the Sine 

cerity 


cerity of our own Pretenſiday to 


become Virtuous too: ſo TE 
ing a Mark of Hypoeriſy. Yet in yo *. 13 


which all along encourage us to.” Alp # 


148 © Gen. gn . every Virrae, to be as 
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ht by defiring that ever py br ſhould : = 
ir is this front 1 
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mon, you have this plain, and give n 5 
leave to add this horrible and ſboc hg P6- | þ 
ſition (ſpeaking of the Informers 1 —_ 2 


Vice) that The ſhew 1 more Zed! ind Pa © ©* 
rity is the moſt infallib 

and refined 8 and Niaue. Fag. 8.9 
What can be the Meaning of this, bat 
that whoever appears to have more Reli- 


Token of 2 , © 


gion and Goodneſs than his Neishbouts, 5 


or offers to ſhew a gteater Zeal than” Peb- 3.2 
ple generally have for the Honour of | ©ÞF 

8 OD. and rhe Puniſhment of- vicious 
Practices, muft mfaflibly be a very extra- ©* 
ordinary Hypocrite, and 4 moſt expert 5 
Seen which, Lam fure, is directly ons 


trary to the whole Tenor of theScriprures 
7 generous Per fec ion ( 2 
he T 


- 2 better than others ( as: 


Tim. iii 15 55 1 | 
1 Theſſ. 15 7 can, and ro 2 0 our. Zeal 1 
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5 x8) TY even 10 his: 
te Poſterity, with the Co- 6 hu wet 
e e an everlaſting. 

/ eftbood, becauſe he Was Scalous for bis 
Y, in puniſhing the Lewdneſs of 
1 ooh 75 e 
round him for 2 1 1 5 
271 ect tu all Generations. © 2 . 
1 3 What would have 

1 8 ne of Phinehas's, Reputation, if ir , 
* * Its ag thew'd mate "Zeal than od har 
3 is of Iſrael at that time: fon 

1 RL were all. gathered gelbes ar 
e - Door 1 the Taberna- 
5 ing, upon the 2 
1 ee Ws D had paſſed; © = b 
„ upon. them for the general 5 
ert Lewdneſs and Idolatry; tho they pre- 
tended to lament the prevalence. of Immo- 
rali * Ine and the Danger 2 
| hears Church thereby; and tho all of 
them hw Zan; bring in the Midianitiſh: - 
1 0 to be led with her, not one of 
+ Þ NG red to execute Judgment, and 
792 IN ſtop. to the Inundation af Impiety, 
In | WW ich they ſeemed: to.be-ſo much con- 
is cern „ by. any ſeaſonable Puniſhment, 
1 boy Phinchas; and n. it ſeems, could 
185 5 us | „ not 
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formality of a legal:Tryal or Cc 
which our. Informers, never do. N. 


but in ſo dzgenerate an Age, wherein we . 


ſee People glad to catch at any thing, 


you cannot be long in conclu ing whe- 


eſpecially from the Pulpit, that may en- 
courage them in their hatred of Goodneſs 
and God Men, it will be (and, I doubt 
not, has been by many Thouſands of your 
Readers and Hearers,) fo underſtood and 
made uſe of. I lay the natural Conſe- 
quences of that Expreſſion before you, 
that, if zou pleaſe, you may take. an Op- 
1 n to explain yourſelf better in this 


n 
n 5 "EY T >. 4, 
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ther of che uo we, ſhould believe,” I am 
willing” te hope, ther cheſe ip. 

ons fell from you without diſcerning 
their pernicious Tendency and Extent: 


fen 


But to return to your hos of 22 
 crify laid upon the Societies. Some Men in- 
deed, from a moſt uncharitable Forward- 
neſs and Heat of Temper, have a notable 
Aſſurance in pronouncing (as they pretend 
to great Sagacity in diſcovering) Hypocrites : 
but T have hitherto been humbly of Opint- 
on that *tis G o p's Prerogative alone to 
know the Hearts of Men and their Sinceri- -. 
r * i they my themſelves by overt 2 

. ding to make others good, 
| the Reformers themſelves live wickedly , X/ 
tho? it be but in any one indulged and 22 . 
tual Inſtance, the Scripture will allow us to 
pronounce them Hypocrites-: but I will be 
bold to fay , that thoſe of the Societies for 
Reformation of Manners have approved them- 
ſelves to all that know them, to be ſuch 
whoſe Morals are no Contradiction to their 
' Xyal. They are choſen from all Parts of 
the Kingdom for their unblemifh'd Chara- . 

+ Qers and Strictneſs of Life; none but ſuch - 
being by their ſtanding Orders to be ad-. 
mitted amongſt them. They are ſuch as 
devoutly frequent the public Worſhip, and 
Ehave been (many of them) inſtrumental in 
. up daily Prayers , weekly Sacraments , . 
andeverin: Ledbures in our Churches, tothe 
ER advantage of Religion; their Proſeſ- 
whercof "_ adorn — a pious and ex- 
. ** emplary 


8 
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f to be amongſt them if hey knew it; 

and conſequently thoſe few. cannot be RY 

: — — for their Vices, tho! in 

the of Gop they may be Hypoctires: 
Suppoſing — 7 0 not e | 
thar there are ſome ſuch, let me be 

Sir, to conſider, whether it be re 


of 1 


them With? 


0 1807 5 
enpliry'Converltion, truly nw 
3 Bxamples, Wiles 2 


one Exceptiem amdngſt them; for in 


Maltirnde: A8 (bleed: be 0) they are a. 5 
ble; in'ſpite of all he Oppen X 


lice: of their Bn 1 th 
are engaged in"theſe Wender; 


owever T dare affirm x 


from thence to conclude, "that the pies Body 


hey gre not,) by 


what other Tokens ſhall>we diſcover this 


dextrous- and Hur ui you charge 


3 cc * act 


1 A 


VOL Lan; 3 Jy 


zg 


5 pt 
to ſuppteſs Bu ones. I will not àüfwer 
for e *purticular Mun the I Ro- = g 


poſſible chere .ch be ſome ill Ven; „ whom. 


mers are no better; ſhall all the 
Apoſtles bs Villains for the ſake ee 
A argue at this rate proves norhing but che 
cenſorious Paffion of an Adver * 
If their Morals then be — 
ble, (as for che Generaliry t 


rom a erat Ph Pad and Virtue; they are 
allthe lle projecting * Appttaſe, er ly. 


ly filling their Pockets ; it they melt down 


ney by way of Reward for detecting Offen- 


Ha them: I. ſhall acknowledge they are very 
juſtly to he cenſured: but neither of theſe 


is the Caſe of the Societies. As for Applanſe 
they neither deſire nor have it: they don't 
Aefire it, becauſe they generally keep their 


Names as private as they can; and chat 
they have it was is plain, for they are gene- 
fr—ally reviled, deſpiſed and hated. And as 


ſor getting Money by it, the Societies know of 


uo ſuch Practice amongſt them. You will 
not expect they ſhould prove a Negative; 
the Proof lies upon thoſe that aceuſe them: 


Godlineſs into worldly Gain, taking Mo- 


and. that any ſuch Reward or Btibe was 


\ ever. takeniby any Member of the Socie- 
1 tles, by their Direction, Or With their 


[ Knowledge and Approbation (Whatever 


flalſe and ſlanderous Accounts may have im- 
4 poſed upon thoſe that are willing to believe 
ill of them,) is reſolutely and firmly denied, 


and, they challenge all the. World to prove 


it. I muſt do them the Juſtice. upon this 
bers of a Society in my Neighbourhood, I 
have had ſome hundreds of Informations 


and profecuted thereupon, not one of the 
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brought before me, and Convictions ford 


„ . 
- Informets ever had or deſired to have, di- 
rectly or indirely any Part of the Penalty, 
Poor of the Pariſh where the Offente was 
© committed,) nor to my Knowledge any o- 
© ther Reward, Salary, er Stipend Whatfoc- | 
ver for their Services; and Phavevery 1: 
good Reaſons ro believe the me of other = 
Societies as well as this. I will not deny, 
that by the Villany of Pariſh- Officers 
Aike, by command ef the Juſtices, and | 


without any perſonal Concern for che ſup- 


preſſion of Vice, ) Offences may haue been 
frequently Wink ' d at for a Bribe, and per- 
' haps an infamous Toleration ſtipulated 
with Offenders for a Salary; or that ſeveral | 
private Perfons (with a malicious deſign - ” 
perhaps to bring a Scandal upon the Sotietiss, 
a8 well as to ger Money for themſelves) may 
have taken upon them (uſurping for their 
preſent Turn the Name and Character of 
Reſormers) to do the ſame: but it is poſi- 
Tively denied that any of theſe belong d to 
- the Societies, were Members of any of 
them, or acted by their Direction or En- 
couragement. And is it reaſonable that 
Honeſt Men ſhould bear the Scandal of their 
-- Hypocriſy" and Knavery with whom they 
* ſhave no manner of Concern ? If it 'beal- | 
% ledged, 


with as much Rancour and 
Bitterneſs, as if Sandtsfication were a- 


. e of your infallible Tokens of,, a. Hypo- 


(219 


Hengel, that any Perſon who really is a 


Member of a Society for Reſormation has 


got Money by ſuch e Pr. 


| „ let 
the Fact be Rae out b y eredible and fuffi- 


cient Proof, and the 805 he belongs to 
WiII (I am chafidenf). diſcard bim With Ab- | 


harrence |, - 24 


5 But to proceed ;. tho” they do not dif race 
their Profeſhon by any La 3-4 lav 
our or unworthy Artifices, yet they may be 
.. Hypocrites, you'll fay, upon another ſcore: 
for you tell us, that what they do for Re- 

- formation of Manners is no better than rhe 
_ » baſe Product (pag. 10.) of I Nature, Spiri- 
tua Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, and Santtified Spleen. 
-And here, by the by, I muſt take notice, 
vhat a particular Pleaſure you ſeem to have 
in ridiculing the word Sanctiſied. You have 
uſed it thrice in your Derby: Sermon, and 
once in that before the 22 upon the 
Ith of November, and in every one of thoſe 
Places affronted it by an odious and offen- 
2 Application; Sanctified Vil- 


ny (a), Sanctified Pretence (H), I 41 Derby 


| Red Spleen (c) and San- "rm, J. 4 
tified Hypocrites (40; IT Which Gi 2 


ſeems to me to be delivered . 2 


crite 
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they inſorm being 


+ you. £1 


. you rs is 


that the Principle it proceeds-from is there- 


if ſo it would indeed be Spleęn and Ill Na- 
ture: 


eck with them, does it follow that they mult. 
needs d ſuffered. an ill Turn from ches 


6 
fn 


Ny 1 2 [ 
6715 1 5 T: fb to Puniſhment is its 
= elf An. of Ill Nature, Cc. and 


fible enough in the Effect; Ldeny! it, s 
ris a perfect begging of the Queſtion, | For 
what do the [Retormers deſign: by it? is at. 


to be revenged for an Injury done them? 


CCC W 


but that is the fartheſt from their 
"Thoughts. Many of thoſe againft whom 
no other wiſe known to 
them than by their Names and their Offen- 
ces, how can chere be perſonal Injuries or 
Mallce in the Cafe ? or if they are acquaint- | 
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= binde dy Mime Dre ever 1 
OCoutſes be allow'd to be Charity; andrhat 
they indeed deſgn a Kindneſs' cache an Inju- 
y) in Didrming is evident from tkis, chat 
N ey ſpare not their beſt and deareſt, Friends, 
if they be vicious: and above the Influengs, 
: Reproof; any more than others. ou. 
* they do it from a general Deligbe they 
ake in being troubleſome , their Tomes: 
teh will grant that they. are every 
other way of peaceable and quiet Behavi- | 
our; and why ſhall we ſuppoſe a Princi- 
bY char d hes not govern them in ae ng. . 
e 
That it is owing toSpiritial Pride; 16 1 J 
ly'the-Eanguage-of a. crude e e 
rate Paſſion: For it cant be ſupposed with. 
out an Abſurdity. It is thei'very Mater of 
N n — and eſſential Pro — 
45 


r 


„ *=a2z 32 — — _ _—_ 4 * — * * "= . 7 
© we 1 4 1 53 — : e — 0 * — | "WG, i * 
* * "> 
x . - 2 "I. 2 * F 
oy - * 1 0 4 * c 
, 89 i _—_ * [1 
1 —_— _ » 0 *- * 
: — - : < ; 1 * pa E * an} 
FP, 4 . . \ ” , , 3 0 — 
4 005 0 + . , N * 
. 0 S 5 - Fun . g 1 ; N 8 — 2 ; ; 8 ; 9 7 * 
e - of 2 3 \ * * GT 4 0 : 
h — + . 4 = Y Wa” o_— - * . at Sg PG: . 


of i it, not only to make a M 

better than his Neigh but value 
himſelf ſor t 1 he_ has ere | 
them, that he never can deſire their Imp | 
ment, leſt they mold .; 
tread upon his Heels — 9 — od 5 me / 
ſelf. Thus it is in all Cafes, what atever is the 
particular advantage f 


Man Values himfe] — 11 it 


I's 1 have no e ſo rich; if Power, no body — : 
3 rning, no body. ſo famous. 
=. or it; th Grandour, no body ſo Seat % 
1 Humſelf, Now if the 88 againſt Vice 
(28 were ſo.puflcd up. with the 4 of their 
. — as 51 erg — 
imagine, how comes it to paſs that t (e:. 
5 {t; Endeavours to make 7 — d 
Men as. good and virtuous as themſelves? 
The mare. vicious their Neighbours are, the 
gore it. would ſet off them: Why then do 
they take ſuch pains to reform and make 
— better? II Offenders change their 
Courſe, leave off their 6 Intem- 
Perance, Lewdneſs, and diſfolure Talk, Mme 
8 to Church, and ſpend the reſt 9 
— the rcks Day in Retirement within their | 
„ Families, as the Law commands them, 
and as theſe Reformers in proſecution 1 
thoſe Laws would oblige them to do, pray.. 
i n would be the qutward Difference bes, | 
Wii F twirt 
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: frrattion' upon harmleſs and inoffenſive 
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"The Chart e of 2 Nee win he'd out 
of Doors, When You confider that that Vice 


is chiefÞ exereifcd in Ma gnifying little Tings, 
and falling foul upon Men for what is hard- 
ly to be called a Fault; or in judging ſe- 


verely of Mens Hearts and ſecret Principles 
nrentions ; or in putting the worſt Con- 


Words and Actions; or concluding the Cey-" 
tainty of Ml from the bare Poſſibility Of ĩt: but 


the Societies for Reformation are not in the 


leaſt toncern'd in any of theſe. They med - 
dle not with the ſecret Principles of Men, 


(lor that ſeems to be hour particular Talent, 95 


but take cognizance only of their Words and 


outward Aclions; and amongſt theſe, they 


rake notice only of fuch Offences as the Le- 
giſlature has thought neceſſary to be pu- 
niſhed ; not ſmall and trifling Faults, ut E 
thoſe of reg? Prof anent(s, Swearing, Carte 
ing, Blaſphenn, Lewaneſs, Drunkenne(s, Pro- 
2224 of the Lord's Day, &c. which are 
D ſcanda- 
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| Crimes 03 RUN er. 
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4 fr eras et the m 1 I ths the co oY 5 
And indecd,how can they FER ang? | 
or thei Endeayours are i che Bx- 
ecution.'s of the Laws.; and ther Where, 
the Law is ſilent, they cannot act. \ 
declare 17 them with this © XPT 
ſcription, that. 7 52 the Jandl 0 
Ke armation . 
0 = turn Informers,, aum. 
and 4 fattious Office , arroganily 
17717 eon others Lane LiBER TY 
e e 78 7 er. the Sor of mere. . 
Ing ee Parity,,. KB 1 775 * 


Bite 75 [2 8 1 5 e 5 neß, 
| 1 1 17 1 J ate cn . 
1 under. 
f Gy Hons Na 0 of, ene 1 7 . 
. will the THY of our Detractors 


1 | . 


- Nn 
arry Hah '7 Brit® WH to gur Argu- 
4 conti 165 of the "Reformiers 

becher 4 ao 110 ' can) 5 fg h 
* Ptdſecutioh e 1. A 


Ene or Nackt, oth 
, on Words "be 5 


Ins that Will not be 


Fonic Meh upon bare 


' ſclber wh Ne 525 72 e s And EE; 
92 dive into 
II- Hatur'd Gloſſes 975 | 


| and tate 2% . oh bpon: Hd fete dre 


2 Rep ben pet ro be Ac ittecd of the 
Chat el „ in what "they dd. 
ve fully proved) their 


and if (as 1 
Zeal nh i$ not in its l to be bla 
med; and if no ill Examples appear ini them 


4 to ji oa , nor any 8 Views to 


if What che proceeds not 


ouſhes; but (as verily believe it dbes' 
from the Fear of G58; an earneft Defife tc 
ſee the” r 
britg tt | 
and g 00d Morals: they 

great be of Reaſdn to be e eech 
the black Gharatte of FOE. TE 


iel = D 2 | But 


Nanitre, if ru Pri Pride or Cenſori- 


ice of Vice ſuppreſſed, and to 
jt Neighbourtiood to good Order 
hey derhand, with a 


Fo 

11 
J 
* 


8 , ; wy m : 
b * 2 1 | 


But you. have, ſtill more to ſay of 'them 


” ever BY ly and. fallacions | Glo fel trouble- 
ſome N Valps. that erets. 1470 legal tg quiſitions 
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by yo 5 rh 1 oaly an d, fallaci- 
= Ons, 0 you ſpeak. 


aſe. Troubleſome perhaps they! are ; 


that too upon no other account than their 
Viees and Prophanencſs, If tliey ſting; tis on- 
I "hols whoſe Conſeiences ſhould now, and 
Will kereaſter, without a timely Repen- 


Laws and thoſe that put them'in Execution 
have. or can do, And does it trouble 
2 Sin, r9 the Repo fe of Wickedneſ di 


Offences, and Sin made burdenſome and 


1 | prcaly to them? You' el us indeed, theſe 
_ 4 = Reformers, = 


in Page 10, Where vou te tell us, that M har- 


e ice 25 Gs 40 Fes 1 55 ters Got * | 
| 4 5855 "hd ff Ju- 


* e de ee to 


490 cleared al- | 
"1 15 dy, Pe proved that there is no Fhpocriſy 


1 No only to the Profane and Vicious, and 


Hae, c em much worſe than our 


Aube 19 to find/Ml Mei Tn ered for their 


a9 Bs 1755 12 5 Feb 757 ee. 05 


(Gap) 


Reſor mers, g. &. turn the World apſide dow, 
Anil ſet ul Mankind into Quarrels and Confu 2 
aug, But the very ame N78 faid of St. Pau! 


Fan 9 Theſſa-._ NN res 


er 15 hy oe Ar 17. 6. 


1 r na. ot 


us on hich to put a 498 to cho difſolute and 
wretched. Practices that are a Scandal to it. 


If any Diſturbance happen what they 
e Ti Vice, unwilling to ds Rest hd” : 
that makes it. And 2 5 our Saviour pro- 
pheſied even of the Goſpel el of Peace, that 
tho) the Intention and the genuine Nature 
of it was Love and Charity, yet very un- 
charitable Heats and Animoſities ſhould be 
occaſſon'd by it: but is C briſtianity to be 
_ blamed for this? No ſurely, 'tis the Cor; 
ruption, Pride, Fad: Factian of bad Chriſti- 
ans that muſt anſwer for it. The fame is 
to be faid for tho e Schemes of Reformation 
you are ſo ang 7 at: Their whole Deſign 
and the natura Tendency of them is to 
make Men good and virtuous; but thoſe 
that ſhould be made ſo quarrel With the Re- 
former for his kind Endeavours; and what- 
over Confuſions « do ariſe, Pm ſure it is "ke 
4 e t 


. 999} - 

that Quartet. Would % ſubmir to the 

Puaithetent of Las, with that -Pafivr C. 

beende antl W. Ref ante, that becomes 

them, ever thing would go ſinoothly on; 
Vice would 005 ckly « yt of Countenamnch, 

and Virtue A | 


a 
— 4 


Diſturbance 
ſition to the 


Prings, 


Laws tl 


ought to govern 


them, and not from ft Fa as e to 
have thoſe Statutes Rs executed; for 
if the Lav be good and neceſſary, the E&- 


ecntion of it thi del But further; I. 
ſis tokhow, Wer an d betwixt en re tit 


Qdarrels you plain of? A Quarre/ . N 
plies the WY Contention 5 Reſent- 
| ment of both Parties; hut this I aſſute you-- 
I know hothing of 1 int preſent Cafe, : In . 


deed the Vicious and Prophane are Angry, 


and [boot oat their Arroms, even bitter Wori 5 5 
the ſame that Jon ha ve borrowed ſtorm them 
in yout Sermon: but the Societies are will- 
ling to bear them all. Beg reviled, tir 
#Hlefs: being Perſecuted, they 222 it; being Hee 


fare, the) entreat; 


vell knowing that the 
| hes Author of Ele 


bs them, and ſhall Jay, all manner 0 les Fe 


Ain Io ety, 6h his ae, for tl fake of | 
ben Pi ud their 21 for Him. And ©: 


2 


. Morals , Peace and 
Order a pj obtain, Hut all tlie ; 


rom. 11 n 


ſedbels has prohoupeed 
em Bleſſed, "when Men 475 revile and perſe- | 


Os 


2 


not Lebane 
coden eng aſſion and ill Blood? 
So that the 
refer to, as oaſſoned by the Societies 1 5 : 
Reformation ave (fat auglit I ſee) no where 


% 0 3 0 OY Vw 0 Os 


ons to- be unwarrantalle, and the Effects. of 
az idle; incroaching , impertinent, aud med- 
| dling Carioſity. A hard Sentence; but you | 
will pardon if I do not look upon you. as. 
the Sovereign Judge in this Matter; I hope 


10 


ar ara they from 290 1 the Peace of the- 
4111 


N ede bod, and railing any Confuſi- 


ons or Diſturbances, that their Endeavgurs: 
tend t0/þ19veny Quarrels and Confuſions, by 


Canſes 0 them: for are 
untenusſe, and Gaming, the 


taking 1 12 


Quarrels/ and Confuſions you 


to be found, 1 in the Dreams of a Choe. 


leric Fancy. 


To return now to your Fatagraph. p. 10. 


where in ſpite of all that can be ſaid ſor 


them, you politively pronounce their Acti- 


an Appeal will lye, and the Judgment may 
be reverſible. Or if I ſhould allow your- 
Opinion ſome Reſpect, (as Jam willing to 


be civil) I may 58551 at leaſt from Tow to 


Hour ſelf without Offence, You tell us in . 


this ſame Sermon excellently well, p. 6. 
that * Me may be Partakers. of "other Mens 


« Sizs by CO NNIVENG, , Conſcating © 


« 76, 00 CONCEALING ther; that where 


" we : AIP" inveſted with Authority, 1 
N We - 


(32) 


« the caſe of all public Offices and Ad. | 
* miniſtrations, or where the Precepts of | 


& Humanity, Civil Juſtice, or Religion re- 


e quire us to interpoſe and reſtrain the 
„ Commiſſion of any vicious Act; there, 
either thro? Careleſneſs and Negligence, 


« Partiality or Impunity in the one, Con- 


« nivance, Conſent, or Concealment in the | 
e other, we become Partakers of the Crime 
© committed ”. And the Reaſon you give 
for it is very home to the purpoſe: © for vi- 
„ cious Cuſtoms, ſay you, ſteal on us gra- 
e qually, and by every freſh Advancement 
„get Ground and Strength, till at laſt by 


“many multiplied Acts they Eftabliſh them- 


“ ſelves, grow headftrong, irreſiſtible, and 

4 out of the reach of Controul or CorreCti- 
on, which the leaſt Diſcipline ſeaſonably ap- 
4 plied to in a State of Inſirmity had check*d and 
« ſuppreſſed in the very Birth. And therefore 
« you again remind us, p. 8. that we may _ 
be Partakers of other Mens Sins if we do 


„not endeavour to the utmoſt of our Power 

“to prevent or ſtop their Commiſſion, when 
they break in upon Religion, or aſſault the 
&« Glory of Gov. Nay, you aſſure us ſur- 
ther, that He that does not appear in Op- 
« poſition to that which it is his Duty to 


prevent or ſuppreſs, muſt at leaſt be juſtly 
“concluded not to be againſt it; and that the 


„Man 


„E ens 


— 


PT Aa. 


F 


c Man that acts not evidently againſt 
any Party or Defign is à real Promoter 

* or Hicourager of its Intereſts. And 

in (P. g.) you add, that “not to endea- 


* 


* your" to Are, is to promote the King- 
dom of tlie Devil; and to fide with the 
„Powers of Darkneſs. There is no trim- 
ming Moderutibn in this Cuſe, no ſtanding 
in a Neutrality or Indiſferenbe, we muſt 
echt offenſive or defenſive, and ſerve GOD 
c or Belial. Now what is it poſſible you 
ſhould mean by conniving at and concealing 
other Mens Sins, by which we become Par- 
takers of them, but the letting them paſs 
without Correction, and not diſcovering 
them to the Magiſtrate that They may be 
Puniſhed? It's true, Conni vance may alſo 
relate to the not reproving them: but Con- 
cealment, I think, can ſignify nothing elſe 


(conſidering the Occaſion upon which 
you introduce that word) than not Informing. 


For Convealment cannot here be oppoſed to 
the publiſhi ng in common Converſation the i 
Faults of: our N eighbours J ſo to conceal 
them being a part of Chriſtian Charity, 


which can never entitle us to a ſhare of the 


Guilt of chem. But rhat it relates entire 
to the mor inforning, is plain by this. 
that you ſpenk af it here as the parallel 


E Guile: 
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Guilt of 2 private Perſon, anſwerable to 
that ofa Magiſtrate in not puniſhing. Pre- 
ſuming therefore, as we neceſſarily muſt, | 
that by Concealment you mean the not In- | 
forming in order to the legal Puniſhing off 
Vice, you could not more fully juſtify the | 
Societies from your own Obje&ion; for if | 
they do not inform, you tell them very truly, | 1 
that they are partakers of the Sin; and fure- | 
ly then all the World will excuſe them from | 
the Charge of Meddling and Impertinence . | . 
in Informing, when they cannot otherwiſe 
preſerve the Integrity of their own Conſci- 
ences, but thall draw upon themſelves the 


Guilt of other Mens Iniquit ies by conceal- 


ing them. Eſpecially, ſince (as you very 
well obſerve) © He who acts not evidently 
< againſt any Party is a real Encourager of | 
Sit, and not to endeavour to deſtroy, is to 
« 9r;mote the Kingdom of the Devil, and to 


* fde with the Powers of Darkneſs. It 


feems they mult either act in the ſuppreſſion 
of Vice, or they encourage it. Where then 


1s the Medaling with what they have nothing 


to do? where's the idle, impertinent, and 
incroaching'Curioſity you charge upon them? | 
For conſidering the notorious Wickedneſs 
that reigns abroad, the Prevalence of thar 


Kingdom of the Devil, and thoſe Powers of 
N | Dark- 


1 

Darkneſs, in every Part of the Nation, and 
the Judgments of GOD that hang over us 
upon that Account; is it not high Time for 
every Chriſtian to declare himſelf? to liſt 
under the Banners of Religion, and ſtand up 
for the Honour of it? except he has a mind 
to joyn with the oppoſite Party, and enter 


into the Guilt of other Mens Sins. To fir 
9 ſtill will be, according to your own Deciſi- 


on, to promote and encourage the prevailing 
Power of Wickedneſs: and therefore to 
take up Arms againſt it, by informing the 


Magiſtrate, and calling in the Authority 


of humane Laws to reſtrain it, muſt be ſo 
far from deſerving thoſe ill Names you give 


| it, that the Fidelity Men owe to GOD 
and Virtue cannot otherwiſe be diſcharged. 


And here, Sir, I can't but take it for a 


I oreat Abſurdity, if not an abſolute Contra- 


dition, in your Sermon, that after you 
have called ſo loudly and zealouſly upon 
the Magiſtrates (Pag. 6, 7.) to put the Laws 
againſt Vice in Execution, upon peril of par- 
taking in other Mens Sins, you proceed 


| inthe very next Pages to explode Informing ; 
| (P.8,10.) and that without any Reſtriction 


to the Methods, or to any Abuſes of it, di- 
_ rely levelling at the thing itſelf - for you 


| tell us, (P. 10.) „ That if the Friendly 


E 2 * Qver- 


(636) 


“ Overtures of Admonition and m—_—_— 
prevail not, we have waſh'd our Hands | 


« of. the Guilt, ſtand acquitted before 
*© GOD and our Conſciences, and have 


* nothing more to do to the Prevention or 
„ Suppreſſion of Sin. But a Magiſtrate 
has no more Eyes and Ears than another | 
Man, and if you won't allow him the Al- 
ſiſtance of thoſe that are able and willing 
to inform, you utterly diſable him from do- 
ing any effeftual Service againſt Vice. There 
are comparatively but very few Offences he | 
can be ſuppos d to fee or hear, and conſe- 
quently to punith, without Information | 
given him; and what Effect are thoſe few 
Inſtances of Puniſhment like to have in the = 
ſuppreſſion of popular and prevailing 
Wickedneſs? What can a Fudge and Fury 
do without their Evidence? So that your 
calling for the Execution of the Laws 1s 
but a ſhlenm Banter, You call upon the 
Magiſtrate to draw the Sword of Juſtice, | 
but you tye his Hands behind him; you 


would have him Puniſh, and yet allow no 
Witneſs of the Fact; 2. . you fay and unſay 


_ with a Breath. The Civil Magiſtrate is to 
be a Terror to Evil Works, he is not to 
bear the Sword in vain; but to execute 
Wrath upon him that does Evil: and if « 
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be his Duty to puniſh Wickednefs, it muſt 
be ours to forward and affift him. The 
© pentle Admonitions, the tender Reproofs, 
c the kind Advices, and inſinuating Per- 
ſwaſions with which you ſay (P. 10.) we 
ought to interpoſe for the prevention of Sin, 
or reclaiming the Offender, are certainly 


Excellent and Chriſtian Methods, beautiful 


in their Seaſon, and to be try'd in the firſt 
place, if we have Prudence enough to ma- 
nage them, Acquaintance enough with the 


Offender to gain Acceſs to him, Oppor- 


tunity to do that Charitable Office, and 

where 'tis likely to have effect upon him. 

But thoſe Methods are clog d with ſo many 
_ difficulties (as you obſerve yourſelf; ſo ma- 
ny Niceties with reſpect to the Manner and 


Addrefs, the Time and Place of the Reproof ; 
to the Temper and other Circumſtances of the 


| Perſon reproving and to be reproved; all 
which muſt be cautioufly confidered to 


make the thing effectual; that very few, I 
doubt, are qualified either to 4% or to receive 
Good in that way; and every Day's Expe- 


rience ſhews the little Regard ſuch ſoft and 
mild Endeavours generally meet with: and 
therefore ſomewhat further is to be done, 


if we would fairly acquit ourſelves of the 


Gluilt of other Peoples Sins, by doing what 


630 
we can to put a ſtop to them. If Reproof 
will not prevail, as we have Reaſon to think 
it will not with ninety nine in an hundred, 
we cannot juſtify ourſelves without bring- 
———_______ _ 1ngthemtolegalPuniſhment. 
Prov. x. 13. A Rod is for the back of him 


ſays Solomon, i.e. for ſuch as 
* Prov. xi. 1. will not a * or Hear en to 


iy) | Reproof; and indeed to what 
purpoſe have we Laws, if Puniſhments are 


not to be inflited ? 


You tell us, (P. 8.) that R 18 
Forbidden in Scripture, under the Duties of 
Peace and Quietneſs, of covering and con- 
| cealing our Brothers Sins and Infirmities. 
But tho we are oblig'd 20 follow peace with 
all men, yet not with their Profaneneſs and 
Wickedneſs ; and accordingly tis not the 
MEN that our Reformers contend with, 
but their VICES. You yourſelf acknow- 


ledge that there can be no Neutrality be- 


twixt the Kingdom of GOD and that of 
Satan; and therefore to proclaim Peace 

with Iniquity, is to proclaim Wor with Re- 
igion. As to the covering and concealing 
our Brother's Sins and lufirmities; you 
know well enough, that the Precept cannot 


relate to informing of notorious Offences 


puniſh- 


that is void 77 underſtanding, 


1 


puniſhable by Law, but concerns only the 


needleſs divulging of our Neighbours Faults 


in Converſation : ſo that I need not trouble 


myſelf with confuting ſuch a forced Con- 


ſtruction of the Text, which a very mode- 
rate Skill in Divinity will ſerve to put out 
of Countenance. 


In the ſame Page of your Sermon you 


call Informing an odious and a factious Of- 


fice. As to the Odium of it, I can only 


_  fay, tis not the firſt good Cauſe that has 
ſuffer d that way without deſerving it : 


the Goſpel itſelf was every 
where ſpoken againft, and yet 
was never the worſe for popular Hatred. 
As to its being a factious Office; I wiſh 
the Government had no worſe Friends 
(Im ſure it has not many better) than our 
Informers againſt Vice, nor 1s there a more 
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effectual Method to preſerve it. For un- 


puniſh'd Wickedneſs is a Canker that, firſt 


or laſt, will eat into the very Bowels of i | 


and reduce the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms 
(as it has done many) to Deſtruction. The 
Church (you will grant me ſurely) 1s not in 


any Danger from the Informers : for the 


Danger of that * ariſes 


from thoſe Crimes „ „Dr. Sacheverell's 


Seesen before the Houſe 
which they endeavour N 0 


to 


* 
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to ſuppreſs; and therefore if you would 
be juſt to them, you muſt own they are fo | 
far from deſigning any Faction againſt the 
Church, that they do her the beſt of Ser- 


vices, by ſtriking at the Root of all her 
Fears, Debauchery and Irreligion. 


But your Quarrel with Informing 1s 
more particularly with Societies to pro- 


mote the giving of Informations. And 
where is the Faction or the Harm of theſe? 


Societies in Trade are found no Fault with; 

and why thall thoſe that are intended for 

more noble Pu poſes 2 Why ſhall not man 
Heads be allowed to conſult and encourage 


one another for the ſuppreſſion of Vice, as 


well as others to concert the Intereſts of 
Stock and Merchandices If Reformation of 


Manners be adeſirable and:neceſfary Thing, 


as you will grant it is, why ſhall the molt 


effectual Methods for it be difcountenanc'd? 


| ki too great a Work to be accoraplith'd by 


any one ſingle Perſon, or even by many 
ſingle Perſons diſunited. 


Derhy-Serman, | [There muſt be Co-bpera- | 


P 10. 
9 « tors, Partners, and Under- 


« warkers in it, (as; you ſay in another 
© Caſe Y who, like the ſeveral Actors in a 
„well form d Drama, muft contribute 


" their various Varts to the main U of 


- 6 the 


„ 


0 
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the ARion, and all conſpire and unite 
© in the concſuſion of the Defign. There 


* muſt be many Hands employ'd and ma- 


| © ny Confederates let into the Scheme, if it 
© ever come to any thing. Now if this 
be true, as certainly it is, why ſhall Reli. 
| gion and Virtue be deprived of ſuch an ad- 
vantage, which has always been thought 


Conſiderable in the Management of 2wordly 


Bufmeſs, and has proved but too ſucceſsful, 
when Debauchery and Vice have taken this 
way to ſpread themſelves? But here you 


fall foul upon them with the LAW, and 


tell us, that Societies for Refotmation are 


illegal Inquiſi tions, (P. 10.) This is boldly 


pronounced: but by what Authority, | is the 


Queſtion. Gallio, methinks, 


Ads ; 
ated a diſcreeter Part, when in e. 


St. Paul being accuſed before him by the 
Jews of preaching contrary to their Law, 
which He, being a Gentile and a Roman, did 


not underſtand, he declined meddling 3 in 


the Caſe, and declared he would be no Fudge 
of ſuch Matters. If you will have Societies 


of this kind to be illegal, you will be de- 


fired to cite your Statute, and let us know | 
againſt what Law they offend; and that's 
what many eminent Lawyers have often 
enough declared * could not do. = 2 
WII 


th) 


will take it for noAfront Thope, conſidering 2 


your Profeſſion, that I ſuppoſe there may 


be eminent Lawyers abler to determine 


this Point than your ſelf, If the Law be 


againſt them, how comes it to paſs that they 


have never yet been proſecuted? But they 


are very {ure there is no Law that can affect 


them for what they do in their Societies; 


and if you have been told otherwiſe, your 
Council adviſed you wrong. They don't 
pretend to any that eſtabliſbes or incorpo- 
rates ſuch Societies: but they can never be 


deem d illegal for want of that; it isenough 


that they have none againſt them. The 
Nickname of Inquiſitions you are pleaſed 


to give them, is only thrown in for Odium- 


iake, and deſerves no Confutation. But 


when you ſo falſly charge them, in the ſame 
Page, with villanous and wicked Methods, 
” ** pretending, as you ſay, to carry on the work 

{© of Reformation by Lying, Slandering, 
** Whiſpering, Backbiting and Talebearing, 


you will hardly expe& I ſhould be filent. 


Were allthis real, it would give the juſteſt 


Prejudice in the World againſt them, and 
they would indeed deſerve the Character 
of Knaves and Hypocrites: but if all this 


be falſe, as with the utmoſt ſolemnity they 


declare 161 is, be pleaſed to conſider what Re- 


paration 
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paration ought to be made for ſuch a black 
| and abominable Scandal, tis impoſſible, Sir, 

vou ſhould have ſuch a Notion of them, if 

vou were not a perfect Stranger to them and 
their Proceedings, and if you had not been 
groſly impos d upon and abus d by thoſe that 
have pretended to repreſent them to you. 


4 


The Informer is upon his Oath in every In- 


formation; and why ſhould you ſuppoſe 


them, without any former Experience or 


Conviction, or any Ground for it now but 
angry ſuſpicion, to be of ſuch profligate 
Conſciences, fo loft to all Regards of Ho- 


nour, Juſtice, or a future ſtate, as to be 


Guilty, not only of Lying and notorious 


Slandering, but of downright deliberate Per- 


jury? Good Sir, reflect a little; where's the 


Charity of a Chriſtian, or even the common 


|| Good-nature of a Man? As to your odious 
Inſinuations of Whiſpering, Backbiting, and 
Tale-bearing, (which neither in Scripture, 


nor in the common Language of Mankind, 


| refer to any thing elſe than ordinary Con- 


verſation,) they are falſly and impertinenly 


applied to Evidence given before a Magi- 
ſtrate, which no body before you ever 
called by thoſe Names. But we find by 
experience to how great a Length unguard- 


ed Paſlion hurries Men; for concluding the 
© HE 8 furt- 


1 


urious and uncharitable Reflections by 


which you have endeavoured to blacken 
the Societies for Reformation, you are plea- 
fed to compare them to the Devil, (P. 10.) 
the grand Accuſer 4 the Brethren, To 
on beſt agrees, let the 
impartial Reader judge. For Iwill be bold 
to ſay, there never was more of Spleen, and 
Paſſion, and Falſhood raked together, in ſo 
ſmall a Compaſs, againſt the Friends of Re- 
ligion and Virtue, than in thoſe fix or ſeven 
Lines of (P. &.) and thoſe fifteen of (P. 10.) 
in your Derby Sermon, which have been 


whom the Compari 


the Subject of theſe Remarks. 


And now, Sir, give me leave to repre- 
ſent the Raſhneſs, as I have already done the 
Injuſtice, of your Conduct, in forming ſo ſe- 
vere a judgment of them, againſt the Au- 
thority of your Governors, both in Church 
and State, and the Approbation of the Great- 


eſt, the Wiſeſt, and the Beſt both in our 


oon and Foreign Countries. You have 


the Credit indeed (ſuch as it is,) which 
no good Man will envy you, to be the firſt 
that has publiſhed a Satyr upon theſe Soci- 


eties with the Author's Name to it. For in 
the courſe of ſo many years that they have 


been on foot, and their Deſigns of Refor- 


mation vigorouſly purſued, -not a * OY 
Hy that 


( 45 ) : 
that I can hear of, but your ſelf, ſince the 
firſt oppoſition to them in their — 5 
has thought fit to venture his Reputation ſo 
far as to put his Name to any thing in print 
againſt them; or ſo much as pretend to tell 
us of anyillConſequences from ſucha ſcheme 
either to our Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Eſtabliſh- 
ment. The World muſt therefore think it 


ſomewhat extraordinary, after ſo many _ 


thouſand Perſons have been puniſhed for 
their wicked Practices, and a far greater 
Number muſt in all Reaſon be ſuppoſed t 
have been reſtrained at leaſt in their Incli- 
nation to the like Indulgencies, and many 
of them wanting neither Vit nor Malice 
(if they had not wanted Argument and Cou- 
rage, ) to attack the Societies as openly as 
you have done; that one of Dr. Sacheve- 
rell's Profeſſion ſhould be the firſt bold Ad- 
vocate to plead the Cauſe of Impiety and 
Vice bare faced. And this will appear yet 
ſtranger, when the public Approbation and 
Encouragement which has been given to 
thoſe Societies by the moſt eminent of all 
Ranks and Orders ſhall be conſider d. An 
Honour done to them, of which you cannot 
be ignorant: for though by your unworthy 
and wrong Opinion of them tis reaſonable 

to preſume you never gave your ſelf the 
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Trouble, or did them the Fuſtice to peruſe the 


; Account of the Societies for Reformation of 
© Mamers, long ſince diſperſed thro the 
Kingdom, and many of them chained upon 
the Tables of public Houſes, and particu- 


larly in a Place where you have reſided ma- 


ny Years: yet tis not to be imagined that 


you had not ſome time or other the Curio- 


ſity to open the Book and caſt your Eye up- 
on the Beginning of it at leaſt, where you 
have this remarkable Teſtimony prefixed; - 
That the Deſign is truly great and noble; 
A that it tends to the Honour of GOD, the 
< tAdvancement of Piety and Virtue, and 
the public Good of Church and State; : 
and that it cannot fail of being approved 
« by all good Men; that the Methods by 
« which the Societies carry on their deſign 
* are: moſt proper, and (by the Bleſſing of | 
I G ODattending them) moſt likely to prove 
4 effectual to promote a Reformation of 


„ Manners: And all this concluded with a 


folemn Prayer © that pious Men of all Ranks 


and Qualities may concur therein; and 


figncd by a great Number of the Nobility, 
the Miniſters of State, the Biſhops and 


Judges of Eng land. They have been approv'd 


m the fame public Manner by the Arch. 
We and Mere, Nobility and Judges ot 


I. land, 


2 „ 2 „ 2 


—— 


( 


Ireland, and bs the Nobility and Commſi- 
ners of the general Aſſemblies of the Church 


|| of Scotland. They have alſo been highiyap- 


plauded and recommended by ſeveral learn- 
ed Divines in Foreign Countries, as worthy 


the Imitation of every Chriſtian State; and 
in ſome of thoſe Countries the like Societies 3 


are actually carrying on. 
But to aſcend yet higher, his late Majeſty 


K. William having this Deſign laid before 5 


him by the Preſident of his Council, pro- 


miſed 85 Societies not only his Prote&ion, 


but Countenance; and our preſent moſt Il. 


luſtrious Queen, ſince the iſltting out ner 


Proclamations againſt Profaneneſs and De. 
bauchery, has been pleaſed to ſignify to the 
| Societies, by one of her Chief Miniſters of 
State, her Approbation of this Work. 
Now with what Modeſty can Dr. Sache- 
derell conteſt the Point with all theſe great 


Authorities? Is it poſſible, Sir, you ſnould : 
encourage ſo vain a Thought as that they 
were all miſtaken and unpos'd upon, and you 


the happy Man that have got the ſtart of 
them all in Penetration? But to ſhe you a 
little further what the greateſt and the beſt 
of our Clergy have thought of the Societies 


and their Methods, give me leave to refer 


yoo to part of the preſent Lord "OY 
— 
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of Canterbury s Circular Letter dated 45 ril 
4. 1699. With which the Biſhops of tae 
Province, in their Letters tranſmitted with 


n to their Clergy, concurred. 


p „Every pious perſon of the 
ME ny Laity ſhould, if need be, 
ebe put in mind, that he ought to think 


"0 himſelf obliged to uſe his beſt Endeavours 
to have ſuch Offenders puniſhed by the 


Civil Magiſtrate, as can no otherwiſe be a- 


c mended. And that when he hears his 


__ © Neighbour Swear or Blaſpheme the Name 
-..-. GOD. or ſees him offend in Drun- 
© kenneſs, or Profanation of the Lord's Day, | 
he ought to give the Magiſtrate notice of 


& jt. In ſuch a caſe to be called an Inform- 


ce er, will be ſo far from making any Man 


|. odions | in the Judgment of ſober Perſons, 


ce that it will tend to his Honour, when he . 


* makes it appear by his unblamable Beha- 
“ viour, and the care he takes of himſelf and 
< his Family, that he does it purely for the 


“ Glory of GO D, and the Good of his 


„ Brethren. Such well diſpoſed Perſons as 


are reſolved upon this, ſhould be encou- © 


<« raged to meet as oft as they can, and to 


+ conſult how they may maſt diſcreet! y and 


* effectually manage it in the Places where 


"Ty 


| 7 . 

I.n!n the IV. Paragraph of this Letter, tlie 
' Clergy are directed to invite the Charch- 

' Wardens of their ſeveral Pariſhes, and other 
| piows Perſons amongſt the Laity; © To | : 
„ join with them in the Execution of the Lo 

„ moſt probable Methods that can be (] 

« ſuggeſted, for the carrying on 4 Refor- | 
e mation of Manners; and are told, that 

ve may reaſonably expect very happy 

Effects of ſuch a Concurrence, from the 

„ yifible Succeſs of that noble Zeal, 

„ wherewith fo many about the great 

“ Cities in his Neighbourhood, © © 
4 +do promote true Piety, f Lendm and 

4 and ſuch a Reformation. miaſte. 

In his Grace's Letter to the Archdea- 
cons and the reſt of the Clergy of St. Da- 

Duads, publiſhed in 1703, he was pleaſed 
do expreſs himſelf in theſe Terms. 

There are a great many 

« Religious and Worthy Per- Peg. 9, 10. 

„“. ſons, in many Parts of the 

« Kingdom, who do ſtill make it their 
„ Buſineſs to promote the Execution of 


e good Laws: And J hope any little Indi- 
7 60 ur which may happen among ſome 1 
3 « few. of them, will not be made a Handle 
4 to diſparage all ſuch uſeful Proceed- | 


| « ings. And tho? I am ſenſible, that it is L 
+ „ not meerly the Fear of the Law, which 1 
© muſt make People true Chriſtians, yet | 


ro 
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however, great Good may be done by 
{ch Means, through G O D's Bleſſing. 
And they, who at the firſt are reſtrain-- 
ect from doing Evil, out of Fear of 
Puniſhment, may become virtuous up- 
on more ſpiritual Motives. Likewiſe 
many Temptations may be remov'd out 
of the Way, especially of young Peo- 
ple, much open Scandal and Diſhonour 
to GOD, and our holy Religion, 
may be prevented: And we have alſo - 
Reaſon to hope, that if the Edge of 
the Law, and the Authority of the Ma- 
giſtrate, be turned againſt Impiety and 
Immorality, GOD. will not look upon 
our Sins to be National . and ſo we 
may prevent thoſe Judgments, which 
otherwiſe they would bring upon us : 
For thele Reaſons, I think, you will do 
GOD, and our Church and Nation good 
Service, it you will make it your Endea- 
vour to give the World all the Marks 
of your Reſpect, of thoſe worthy Ma- 


giſtrates and other Gentlemen, and alſo 
of interiour Perſons, whom you ſee 


zealous in the Cauſe of GOD and Re- 
ligion, and excite others to follow their 


Example. 


Here you have at large the Thoughts of 
Jour AMelropolitan upon this Subject Y and 
= tho 


F 
declared his Approbation of theſe Societies, 
and that none wiſhes them better than Him- 


1,4 
tho? -you have not the like public Felt. 
mony from the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Tork, 


muſt tell you, he has more than once 


ſelf, and has ex preſſed himſelf Lcd TR to 


ſerve them Ferdl, 7 


The Lord Arch-Biſhoþ of 


Dablin alſo, in aSermon preach- A. Bp. King's 


cl before the Lord-Mayor of MED te. > 
that City, 1706, declares; laying Sentence 
That al 15 Men ought «ne reg 


(e 
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Fork. Lond. 
to be thankful to them ; and Edit. 1967. 


when we find any do rail 7. 15. 


at them, and make” it their Buſineſs 


to decry them, we have Reaſon to 
ſuſpect it is Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, that 


puts them upon doing fo, that they are 
afraid of being diſcover'd, and therefore 


are deſirous to extinguiſh the Light, 


leſt it ſhould detect them. 
That if they be not * 7. 21. 


ed, the Principles of Hone 


and Piety will be loſt, and ſuch a De- 
luge of Vice will overflow us, as will 


bring down the Judgments of GOD 


upon us, and fill the World with Con- 
fuſion. ---- And laſtly, that it 
concerns all Men, even in F. 2a. 


point of Intereſt, (eſpecially 
63 
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6. ſuch as wiſh well to Virtue and Juſtice) 
« to enter into a Society, eee and ſup- 
« preſs the Workers of Ini Vim T-- 
The Right Reverend the e and 
other reverend Dignitaries of the Church 
an this Kingdom, in their Sermons preach'd 
to rhe Societies, to encourage rhem to go on 
with their Deſign, and others to concur with | 
them in it, tell them, that they are © Be- 


ceſter, Lincoln, 
 Litchfeld, and 


nefactors to i their Country; 


vid. Ihe ce that the Service they are 
. “ employ'd in, is incomparably 
Biſhops of ( the moſt noble and highly praiſe- 

| Powe ih bs, © worth, that it was poſlible 
Cbichgter Glo- *©, for them to be engaged in; 


00 and that the Perſons enga- | 


and © ged in that Service, were 


Carlite.; bg 
_ thoſe of Dr. |," themſelves Men of - V; WrtHeys 
e chargeable with any of 
„Dr. Han- 
cool, Dr. ii. „the Vices which they pre- 


lie, Dr. Butler, 


« fies, tend directly 


< tend to ſuppreſs, but every 


pr. Ble, ( way. fir Perſons. to be em- 

&c. before 4 ploy'd in ſuch à glorious 
r « Undertaking. They ac- 
lion f Man: ( knowledge, that the La- 
1 c hours of theſe worthy Socie- 


to make the Preaching 


« and Miniſtry of | - Clergy juccefful ; and 
that ſuch as anxiouſly watch; over the 


C 


Sculs of their People, will be 8 7 


90 and 


„ 
and gratefully ſenſtble of «lits Beneft: 
They declare, that firmeAlliances and ſtrong 


4 Confederacies are neraful to pull down ti 
Empire of Sin and Vickedneſi; that it is 4 
& Mercy of GOD, that Mer of Honour and 
„ Conſcience fall into a happy Underſtand- 


« ing, and, join Hearts and; Hande to re- 


dude the exorbitant Power of Satan; 


&« that the divine Wiſdom direcis them; that 
« their Prudence and, good Lives leave 10 


„Room for an) Fealouſj — of them in their 
Governours; that 


4 Hnyy of che Wicked) and the Puiy of 
„Hell; and exhort them not to be afraith, 
* tho their Adoerſaries are numerous ane 


only raiſe the 


« powerful, the Prince of the Power of 1 


«i Air, with Ins whole Retinue of witke4 
"8 Spirits, and his Allies on Earth, profane 


« and, vicious Men; but to W chat 


« the Battle is ot theirs, but GOD's, St: 


And now, Sir, be pleaſed to co 


N your own Conduct with that of your Sz | 


reOrs, Civil Or Eccleſiaſtical, and with the 


entiments of other Divines, in this. Mat- 
ter, who are by. no means Inferiour to 


vou in a true Zeal for the Church of Exnpe 
land, or in their Stations, Characters, and 


Corning. They heartily approve and 7e. 


commend the 80 in the higheſt 
Terms imaginable : Toa injuriouſly 
ay and ſupercilioully condemn them. They. 


eſteem 


„ 
eſteem the Perſons concerned in them 
as virtuous and worthy Men: You call them a 


— Pack of Kyaves and Hyprocrites. They look 


upon the Deſign as Honourable, and their Me- 
thods for the promoting of Virtue and Sup- 
preſſion of Vice moſt proper and likely to be 


| ſucceſsful; and that their Endeavours of this 


kind are a neceſſary Chriſtian Dutyt Jou brand 
them as Odious and Factious, illegal Tnqui- 
 fitions, unwarrantable, pragmatical, imperti- 
nent; and what not? The impartial , 
World will think you have Reaſon enough 
to bluſh upon ſuch a Compariſon ; that 
you have ſhew'd fo little Deference to the 
Judgments of fo many Wiſe and Good 


Men, and ſo little Regard to the Autho- = 


rity of your Metropolitan, and to the 
Reputation of your Order. 
+:./Fhe warmeſt of your Friends amongſt 
the, Clergy, with whom I have talked 
upon this Subject, generally diſapprove 
the ill Language you have given; and 
think it ſo ſtrange, ſo abſurd a Thing, 
that 4 Divine of the Church of England 
mould be againſt the Societies for Refor- 
tation of Manners, that they pretend no 
other way to excuſe you, than by ſuppo- 
ſing you only level at ſome Abuſes, and 
not at the very Being, and the proper Buſineſs 
ON ſuch SIretzes ; But they mult pardon 
E 5 me, 


me, if I fay, the contrary is too apparent. 
You are againſt al informing of Vice 
whatſoever ; for you affirm, that having ad- 
in moniſhed or reproved Our Neighbour, we have 
| waſhed our Hands of the Guilt, and ſtand ac- 
quitted before GON and our Conſciences of all 
the Obligation we are under not to ſuffer Sin 
upon Him. You are againſt the Societies 
in gencral; For you call them illegal Inqui- 
ftctions; and in all your Harangue either 
„U againſt them, or againft Informing, you 
| make no manner of Limitations or Re- 
ſerves. You make no Allowances for the 
| Goodneſs of the Deſign, but very much 
- 7 otherwiſe ; for you 5 *tis all ypocriſ)j; 
vou make no Garz e Suppoſitions of 
| any that may be ſincere amongſt them, 
\ | + but hy the whole Body of Reformers 
|| under the moſt odious and unjuft Im- 
| putations; in ſhort, you fay all you 
| can to raiſe a Mutinous MOB againſt 
them, and to fill Mens Minds with Pre- 
II judices, that may moſt effectually hinder all 
| the Good they are able todo: And this 
too in 2 Sermon ; at a very publick Au- 
. Pg dience, an A/ize; and when you had done, 
| to ſpread the Malice as far as poſſible, 
| you printed it, For G O D's fake, Sir, 
3 and your own, conſider the Miſchief of 
ſuch Meaſures. Conſider how you will 
anſwer it at the Bar of GOD, when ber EE Lang 
3 ſhall 
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uch are fit to give Cha- 
and yon will ſe 
und- then, Sir; As 
the Sranilal is Ot 
at Hands g 0 be 4 Ohriſtian Duty; 
as Well as Reſtitution; for! other rauds j 
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